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them and thus correctly, if laboriously, ascertained the
weight of Murar Jagdev's elephant.

The emperor resolved to make Tulapur memorable to
the Maratha people by a spectacle far more terrible than
the weighing of an elephant. He had Sambhaji and his
favourite Kalasha dressed in the garb of wandering
anchorites. In their hands they carried rattles and on
their heads were caps sewn with bells. They were then
tied on camels with their faces to the tail. In this guise
they were led in triumph through tlie market place of
Tulapur. After he had feasted his eyes on the degradation
of his enemy, the emperor sent Sambhaji a message that
even yet he would spare his life if he accepted Islam.
Sambhaji, fearless to the last, met insult with insult. He
replied scornfully that if the emperor gave him in marriage
his daughter, he would turn Musulman, but not otherwise.
To this reply he added several words in praise of the god
Shiva and in foul scorn of Mahomed. On learning
Sambhaji's answer, Aurangzib determined to give full rein
to his vindictive temper. He had Sambhaji brought be-
neath bis throne and there ordered his tongue to be cut
out as a punishment for his blasphemy. His eyes were
gouged out of their sockets by the court surgeon. His
heart was torn out, his limbs separated from his body and
all save his head thrown as food to the village dogs of
Tulapur.* After Sambhaji, Kalasha and the other prisoners
were tortured to death. Finally the heads of the king
and his minister were stuffed with straw and paraded by
beat of drum in all the chief cities of the Deccan. (llth
March 1689.) t

So died at the age of 32 the oldest son of Shivaji. The
misfortunes of his reign are chiefly to be traced to his
own treason to his father. But for that the great king
would never have been estranged from him. Nor would
Soyarabai and her Shirke kinsmen have dared to plot

1 Orme: the Shedgavkar Bakbarj Khali Khan-
f Burgees gives the date as J4tb Marcb